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Preface for First Edition

“Can you name any person, in the history of Afghanistan and the
region, as a model for you?” a journalist asked me during an
interview for his magazine, eight year ago.’

My answer for the question was Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan (Badshah
Khan) though | had not known much about him, nor had | read his
writings or writings on him. In the recent years, the more | studied
about him, the more | became interested in him—this interest is
getting more and more.

In my point of view, the value of Badshah Khan's personality is in the
struggle he did against the main problems of the nation like violence,
exchange marriage, illiteracy, extremism, negative competition and
unawareness of religion.

Since these bad habits still remain in our society, the instructions of
Badshah Khan have not only historical value, but they are also a good
resolution of our problems. That is why my opinions are the same as
his, so they are offered to you. At least some of them might be
interesting for you too. If so, may you utilize and act upon them for
the advantage of yourselves and your country.

| would like to thank Mr. Mubariz Sapai, Dr. Ramazan Saadat, Mr.
Hedayatullah Bangish and Mr. Shah Jahan Kakakhil for providing me
with references for this book. | also thank Mr. M. Reza Khan for
giving me pictures related to the book. As well as, | thank Mr. Nasim
Saber for helping me in editing the book.

Hopefully, | will be able to compile more sayings of Badshah Khan and
that of others on him, so that, | will offer them to the countrymen.

Dr. Yahya Wardak
Bonn, Germany, 2008

1 This interview was published on Ost-Westliches Journal, 3/2000
\lal
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Hopefully, dear readers will read them carefully, know them, think about

them and take their advantages in their personal and social life.
Unluckily, Afghans, Muslims and other people are not aware of
Badshah Khan's ideas and actions. He analyzed, examined and knew
Afghan and Islamic society, and, for reforming its weaknesses, he
worked successfully. He struggled for reducing his nation’s problems
throughout his life. He spread his ideas on peace, brotherhood, love
and nonviolence everywhere.

Dr Mohammad Cyrus, the head of Presidency of Religious Affairs in
Turkey says, “The main problem of Muslims is that they do not make
their lives in accordance with their religion. Many Muslim leaders and
scholars, instead of resolving problems, create problems.”

We and our leaders are to be blamed for not getting awareness of
Badshah Khan’s thoughts and struggles and not following his path.

| hope some readers will become aware of his ambitions, desires and
achievements so that they will make others aware; thus, they will
follow his path and encourage others. Based on this desire, the book
is offered to you.

At the end, | would like to thank those who have helped me in the
third edition of this book. | thank Mr. Asif Samim for giving me extra
reference from his library in Kama. As well as, | appreciate the efforts

of Mr. Javid Kotwal and Abdul Hadi Asar in editing the book.

Dr. Yahya Wardak
Istanbul, October, 2014
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Preface for Third Edition

Five years ago, | compiled “Quotations of Badshah Khan” from
various books and magazines and printed as a book, in Germany.
Because of the need for it, in 2009, the book was reprinted in the
same form in Kabul and was offered to its fond readers. Since it
cannot be found in bookstores, it is needed to be printed again.

In the recent years, | could find other books on Badshah Khan and
used them as further references for adding more to the previous
version; thus, the third edition contains nearly 30 percent more
contents than the others. In addition, the chronology of Badshah
Khan's life has been written at the end of the book in order for
people to become aware of different events of his life.

It is reported on the media in Afghanistan almost every day about
explosion, war or suicide attacks in which people get wounded or
lose their lives. A main cause of such situation is our people who
want to satisfy their ambitions and reach to their social and political
targets through violence. And this is a main cause of the three
decades war in our country, as well.

Badshah Khan paid attention to this vital issue, hundred years ago,
and he struggled for resolving that. But unfortunately, Afghans either
do not have the knowledge about violence or do not work for

eliminating it.

\FY
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One of the purposes of publishing of “Quotations of Badshah Khan” and

other books on him is to make the society aware of nonviolence.

In this respect, his autobiography entitled “My Life and Struggle” was
published in both Pashto and Dari languages by National Center of
Policy and Research (NCPR) at Kabul University, with the fund of Civil
Peace Service of GIZ, in 2016.

The book you are holding in your hands is a compilation of Ghaffar
Khan's quotations from different national and international
references of different languages and has been printed with the

financial support of GIZ's Civil Peace Service program in Kabul.

Hereby, | would like to thank GIZ-ZFD in Kabul and its energetic
officer Mr. Obaidullah Tanha for supporting us in publication of this

work.

In addition, | am thankful to my colleagues Hekmatullah Aziz, Fazel
Rahim Baryal, and Khalid Khpalwak for assisting me in editing the
text.

Hopefully, you will read this small but rich book, learn its lessons and

effectively use it for welfare of the nation and country.

Yahya Wardak, 2019
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Preface for Fourth Edition

Dear reader,

Though Ghaffar Khan lived a century ago, his ideas and struggles are
still precious and even more invaluable than in his time, for our
society’'s today and the future. Through nonviolence, Ghaffar Khan
and Gandhi could bring about freedom to the Subcontinent and
played a major role in encouraging Muslims and Hindus to live
peacefully alongside each other. Recently, works of Ghaffar Khan
have been published in English, Turkish, Arabic, German and lItalian
languages, and it is various times reported about him in the

international press.

In his message on peace in 2017, Pope Francesco said:
“Resolute and real approaches have resulted in outstanding outcomes.

Success of Mahatma Gandhi and Ghaffar Khan is unforgettable ...".

Violence in our beloved country Afghanistan has been a main factor
of ruin, poverty and people’s misfortune in the last four decades. It is
possible to get inspired by the ideas and approaches of Ghaffar Khan
in terms of the current problems, conflict and violence; thus, get
closer to peace, prosperity and unity.

Based on this reason, | try to publish, promote, translate and print

various books about Ghaffar Khan.

\¥o
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Abstract

Quotations of Badshah Khan written in Pashto text was compiled
from different authentic references in the form of a single book.

It has been tried the best, during compiling the book, to choose the
significant sayings of Badshah Khan which convey meaningful advice.
Since Badshah Khan was a fellow of Gandhi the well-known Indian
leader, especially regarding eliminating violence, each of his quotes
is as a pearl to his followers who regard him as a successful leader.
The selected quotations are effective in reforming the drawbacks of
our traditional society.

Badshah Khan spent his entire life in struggling for removing
prejudice and violence. He believed in equality of humans, so he
attempted to unify various ethnic groups and communities. Thus, his
guotations are very effective in this regard, as well.

At the end of the book, a chronology of Badshah Khan is written
which indicates important events of his life, birth to death.

Hopefully, this compilation is effective in spreading Badshah Khan's
corrective sayings to the society, and, hopefully, the society will take

full advantages of the ideas of this honorable leader.
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